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beset by the disintegration of my present home. We have to migrate, and I am worried out of my life by house-hunting.
You are wrong in supposing that I was offended. If I seemed vehement, it was from my desire to vindicate myself from the imputation of being disloyal, frondeur, mauvais cocheur, or anything else that would justify a severance of our public friendship. If we differ vitally on a vital question, then of course the severance must come. My complaint was that you were rather in a hurry to assume that our difference is irreconcilable. I certainly do not mean that you are in a hurry to throw me over. On the contrary, nobody could have been more zealous and untiring in encouraging me, in pressing me forward, and in urging me on to take a prominent part. Pray believe, once for all, that I appreciate to the very full your thoroughly stout and generous backing, or rather dragging. Tacitus says something about his dignity being started by one Emperor, increased by a second, and carried still further by a third. It is always a delight to me to think that "dignitas mea," whatever it may amount to, has been "inchoata, aucta, et longius provecta" not by three men but by one, and that one yourself.
I said that I went a very little way beyond your National Council, because I cannot believe for an instant that the National Council would remain content with functions so narrow.
I send you an article (which please to return as soon as you can) on your scheme. It is written by a man who was for several years Lord Spencer's private secretary at Dublin, and who is said to be very competent.
Well might you say that ------ is "a cake that is not
turned."
I have some ideas, but they will keep until we meet.
I am for no plan of Thorough, unless it involves the disappearance of the Irish members from our House. If that be not possible, I would almost try to muddle and potter on. But why is it not possible? A book worth your reading in is Todd's Parly. Government in the British Colonies, published by Longman in 1880.